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Mt. Erebus

· Mt. Erebus was discovered by Sir James Clark Ross on January 27, 1841.

· Sir James Clark Ross named the volcano after one of his two ships, Erebus.
· It is the second largest volcano in Antarctica and it is the largest active volcano. 

· Mt. Erebus has a constant plume of steam.

· Mt. Erebus is a little over one million years old.  The upper part is less than 100,000 years old.

· The outer crater is about 650 meters (2,132 feet) wide.  The inner crater is about 250 meters (820 feet) wide and 100 meters (328 feet) deep.

· Mt. Erebus has a currently active lava lake.

· It has been continually active since 1972.

· Mt. Erebus has ice layers between rock layers.
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Timeline of History

· Mt. Erebus formed a cone on a shield volcano between 1.3 and 0.7 million years ago.

· The top of the volcano collapsed around 350,000 years later.

· Over the next 100,000 years, the eruptions shifted from one side of the volcano to the other.

· The eruptions over the next 160,000 years built a cone.

· Between 90,000 and 70,000 years ago the eruptions stopped and formed a caldera.

· The cone continued to build over the next 70,000 years.

· The cone at the top is less than 1,000 years old.

